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Static Electricity Lab

Group A (material) Group B (objects)
White ball of cotton
Brown paper towel
Red sheet of felt

White sheet of plastic
Fake fur

Plastic spoon
Styrofoam cup
Plastic straw

Wooden block
Plastic cup

Steel washer
Procedure

1) Choose an object in Group B and rub it with a material from group A
2) Bring the charged object close to a small pile of paper pieces and record the data in the table
3) Remove the paper pieces and hold them in your hand to remove any charge from them
4) Repeat steps 2-6 for different combinations
5) After filling the table below, rate the strength of the static charge (1=strongest, 15 = weakest)  

Object A Object B # picked up Strength of charge



Questions

1) Of all the combinations you tried, which pair of materials seemed to produce the most static 

electricity when they were rubbed together?  How did you decide this?

2) With which materials were you able to produce a static charge?

3) Why is it necessary to hold the pieces of paper in your hand between each test?

4) If you have experienced any small shocks at home or at school, describe using 

complete sentences the situation in which they occurred.  

5) What possible materials do you think might be responsible for producing the static electricity in 

the situation that you just described? 


